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of the secret police. After having made me breakfast with him the colonel would see me back to my carriage, but as I got in I noticed a largish packet which formed no part of my despatches. I was about to ask my servant to explain this,
when Colonel de L-----stopped me, saying in a whisper that
the packet contained dresses of Berlin wool and other stuffs contraband in France, and that they were intended for the Empress Josephine, who would be very gratified to me for bringing them. I remembered too well my anxieties on the occasion of the report about the chasseurs of the guard, which I had been weak enough to make to the Emperor before the battle of Austerlitz, to be at all disposed to engage in another questionable business, so I refused very flatly. I should no doubt have been very glad to oblige the Empress, but I knew how inflexibly severe Napoleon was towards all smuggling, and having run so much danger and shed so much blood in fighting, I did not wish to lose the credit which I had thus obtained in the Emperor's eyes by transgressing his laws to obtain a smile of thanks from the Empress. To
overcome my scruples Colonel de L------pointed out that the
parcel was in several wrappers and that the outside was addressed to the Minister of War, and bore the seal of the 7th Light Infantry with the inscription, ' Papers relating to the accounts/ He concluded that the customs authority would not venture to open the packet, and that I might take off the outside cover when I got to Paris, and take the goods to the Empress without being compromised. But in spite of all these fine arguments I flatly refused to undertake the job, and ordered the postillion to start. On reaching the stage halfway between Frankfort and Mainz, it occurred to me to scold my servant for having taken a parcel into my carriage,
when he replied that during breakfast M. de   L------ had
himself placed the parcels there, and that, supposing they were some additional despatches, he had thought that he could not refuse to receive them from the governor of the place. c Parcels !' I exclaimed; c there are several, then ? and he only took back one!' and when I turned over the Emperor's portfolios I did actually find a second bundle of